Quick Summary for Nursery Growers to avoid $5000 fine -   Three actions by Thursday, 1/31:
· Contact Kevin Hancock (UF/IFAS) for appointment – nursery evaluation (772) 216- 1316 or hancockk@ufl.edu
· Contact Leona Yates  St. Lucie SWCD for nursery irrigation evaluation: (772)461-4546 x 111 or leona.yates@fl.nacdnet.net
· Complete 4 page CUP application [Form 0645-W01 (08/03)] and send to SFWMD in WPB. 
…………………………………………………………………

To All Nursery Growers: 
I am forwarding a message from Jim Spratt that is time critical - DEADLINE JANUARY 31st, 2008.  Please share this with anyone who might benefit from the information.  An On-line permit application site link is posted below. 

…………………………………………………………………
From: Jim Spratt,  FNGLA's Director of Government Affairs

Sent: Fri 1/25/2008 11:25 AM

To: Charles Shinn (charles.shinn@ffbf.org); Mary Ann Gosa (maryann.gosa@ffbf.org)  cc: Ben Bolusky, FNGLA 
Subject: IMPORTANT REMINDER-  SFWMD Consumptive WATER USE PERMITS

The January 31, 2008 deadline is fast approaching.   Florida law requires the water management district to permit ground and surface water uses. As part of the law, the water management district has the right and authority to punitively fine and/or even stop unpermitted water uses through various legal channels. 

In an effort encourage unpermitted nursery operations to apply and secure their water use permit, SFWMD agreed to waive their punitive fines for growers who choose to sign-up for the Florida Department of Agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs).  

To review the Container Nursery Manual, click on the following link: http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/PDF/Bmps/Bmp_FloridaContainerNurseries2007.pdf   

Growers have two options for enrolling in the FDACS BMP program.

1). Growers may complete the BMP assessment on their own and submit a copy of their assessment as well as their Notice of Intent to Implement directly to FDACS.

2) Growers may contact the UF/IFAS BMP implementation team and schedule an appointment. The BMP implementation team provides their services free of charge to growers throughout SFWMD. Please see the UF/IFAS Implementation Team contact information below:

· Mr. Kevin Hancock UF/IFAS IRREC @ Ft. Pierce - (772) 216- 1316 or email: hancockk@ufl.edu
· Ms. Jemy Hinton- (813) 633-4157,  jwh@ufl.edu  or  Mr. Darren Cole - (941)915-1936,  dc32@ufl.edu
The second piece of the program requires growers to schedule a Mobile Irrigation Lab (MIL) evaluation. MILs are located around the state, and  provide irrigation system evaluations to growers free of charge. Growers should contact the agricultural MIL lab closest to their location to schedule and appointment. 
St. Lucie Co. SWCD  
Leona Yates
8400 Picos Rd., Suite 202
Ft. Pierce, FL 34945

Phone: (772)461-4546 x 111
FAX: (772)465-0165
E-mail: leona.yates@fl.nacdnet.net
Other MILs in Florida are listed at the following webpage: http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/PDF/Mils/OawpMilContacts071003.pdf
GROWERS MUST HAVE THEIR CONSUMPTIVE USE APPLICATION SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 31st IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE PROTECTION FROM THE PUNITIVE FINES!

FNGLA realizes there has been a significant increase in workload for the BMP implementation teams as well as specific MILs. As such, growers should schedule their appointments and proceed with submitting their permit applications to SFWMD. Even if you have not had the physical evaluations, simply denote on your consumptive use permit application that the appointments have been scheduled and the necessary documents will be submitted following the scheduled evaluations. Do not let January 31st pass without submitting your consumptive use permit application to SFWMD.

Growers may obtain a copy of the (4 page) consumptive use permit application from the following link: http://my.sfwmd.gov/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/PG_GRP_SFWMD_ENVIROREG/PORTLET_WATERUSE/TAB383453/FRM0645.PDF
Growers may direct any questions regarding the permit application to Mr. Tom Colios (561) 682-6944 or email:  tcolios@sfwmd.gov 

Mail applications to:  SFWMD
3301 Gun Club Rd, MSC 4320
West Palm Beach, FL   33406 

Growers, if you do not have your consumptive use permit and you have not already started your application process, PLEASE do not wait any longer. Your Consumptive Use Permit represents your legal right to use water. You do not want to be assessed a fine which can be as much as $5,000 for being an unpermitted water user. Please take advantage to this opportunity while there is still time.

Should you have any general questions or if you have trouble viewing any of this information contained in this email please contact FNGLA's Director of Government Affairs Jim Spratt (850) 841-1013 or email: jspratt@fngla.org

Jim Spratt, Director of Government Affairs

Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association (FNGLA) www.fngla.org 

310 W. College Ave
Tallahassee, FL 32301

office- (850) 841-1013
fax- (850) 681-8796
cell- (407) 383-7204
Local questions may be addressed to area UF/IFAS Extension Horticulture agents:

Dan Culbert, Okeechobee County 863-763-6469 or indianco@ufl.edu

Ed Skvarch, St. Lucie County 772-462-1660 or eask@ufl.edu
